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Assignment in the Far East, October 1938 e July 1947
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At the end of the war 4in 1945 the Boviet Yar East irmy to
be plentifully supplied witl: +1edical materia Considerable
8lpo received from Manschuris. as warsbooty, |

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

In practice a1l medical supplies were requisitioned from Moscow, although 50X1-HUM

minor drugs were produced looaliy. Bupplies were ordersd by cataleg
and were furnieshed only according to the ™morm* set up, not according %o
what was reslly needed, On the other hand, ir the event of an sasrgency

{®sgo an epidemic) no noras wers considersd,and whatever was needed was
supplied usually by siretransport,

The mource of &ll msdical supplies was Mosoow sxcept for dental laborse
tory supplisa which were obtained from a Farmzavod in Leningrad, Cities
from which druga originated were Moscow, Leningrsd, Tharkov, and Sverde

lovek, No xedicsl supplies wers produced in Vlsdivostok, Voroshilov or
Khabarovsk, In fact, nothing was proeduced i
plies in the Rasti,

Normally an order “or medical supplies was submitted twice a ysar., Army
hospitals and polyelinica did not order directly from Moscow bu: submite
tod the order to a medical army administrative department. The orders were
then forwarded to Xhabarovsk whers they were filled in part from stocks

in the zedical warshouse thers, The Khabarovek warshouse then sent 4o
Moscow for more supplieas The medlcel supplies werehouse in Khabarovsk
was huge, This warchouss was loosted two to thres kilometers away from
the socond railroad station in Ihsbarovak City, (the station located in

tha 2ityts outskirts). The first railroad statlion was lccated in the
cent:r of XKhabarovak, '

Captured Jnpansse medical suppliss, of wiich & large smount came from
Herbin, wese collected at KamaniRybolor in warehouses construsted thare
during tha wir, The Soviet First Army gerrison recelved scme of thess
suppllies; soite wers distributed throughout the it

other garriscus,

these varshocuses were raintained
0i0V, ¢ 110t consiructed for permansnt uss. and were
more properly desoribed as storage places. Soviet aoldiers used to break
into the XameniRybolov warehouss, tle up the sentry and stesl medisinal
alcchols Thers—were xlso xerxy-instruments stored at Kamenihybolov,

Warehouses and hospitals in the Far East in midel$)7 had medical supply
ressrves allegedly suffiolent to last for several years. An army garri-
son of 4Aivieion riz4 hal its cwn diepensary, hospital ard warshouse. This
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warehouse was dividel Ints fwe emctlane, O saeilon conteined Ltms for
routine dispensing, Tre other covticn wes the ergrgensy asbove (WZ -
*neprikosncvenryy 2spss*}, The latter wae rot io be used except in emure
808y, eog. vitireak 4L spidemice or hostilitiss, This emergency stors
_kad been plar~:1 ir ordar to have supplias immedliately evailable for at

lesst one year, Itare in stock subject to deterioration were carefully
checked and replaced,

8,4 There never was
stey thaere,

an outbr

50X1-HUM

[Concerning specific dissasss in the Maritime Province,

®r'é Was considerabls malaris, and many soldiers were affscted by ite

Akrilhin teblets were employed to care for these patlents;but no injsctions

were ever emplcoyed, Ne typhus was repsried, In this connection, large

black rate (ot browm) waer erous that constant anti~-rat cempaigns

vere nacessary, hite rats, of a size larger than labore 50X1-HUM
atory animals, wsTe kept by some people in the Far East as pets, No

typhold outbresks cccrred, Suspicion of typhoid in one soldier im 19l

regulted in the promp* aspplicaticn of merious control megsurss, but the

diagnosis was rot con’irmed by the hospital physiclens,

9o Tuberculosis was vary common, |  |urheaitky climate, which was 50X1-HUM
always subJect tc eudden changs, Nighta were alvays damp, Sunner tempare
atureg of 50°C were exparisnced, Humidity in the sumer was so high thsat
it was difficult ic breathe, O0fficers who contracted the disesse received
operative cars and were ueuslly sent to Central Aais (the Kirghiz, Uzbek
ar Kazakh republics), where they could spend about two months and where
they could receive Fxoumiss®? 4o drink, Leter thay wsre sent to Yaltae
Officers and their families were sent bhasck together, Enlisted men with T

tuberculosis were demobilized, ILocal residents were never sent out of
the area,

-10s In order to bulld up physical resistance in the soldliers, they were res

quired to sxercise every day in their underclothes, even in cold weather, -
The climate was of such zeverity thal newcomers from middle Asiatic areas
froquently died from its effects, Xew srrivals constantly contracted

¢olds although the incidence of coids dscreased afier a period of prow
longed service in the Far Eant,

. 11, mtha weather is getting warmer in Siberis. In 1948 Omsk 50X1-HUM
& winte

r which was the mildest ever experienced there according te
long-time residents,

124 Incidence of venereal disease was quits high, particularly after 19h5,

because of the srrival of soldiers from Berlin and other European areas,
snd from Manchuris,

Vensreal diseases sleo rose among the civil popula=
tion after this time, It was nol uncormo to have a 90% incidence of
venereal. diseage in soms military units, Gonorrhea was principally
involved although ayphilis was also found, ¥No punishment wgys inflicted

.on soldiers sontracting venereal dlsesses unleas the soldier WEB A Nele

ber of the Communist Party, in which case serious punishment resulted,

Thoee wvho contracted VD were cared for in polyclinics, At a polyclinie
only one doctor wap availsble to care for hundreds of cases, Penicillin
WA3 very scarce in the Far Eesst, and could only be purchased from covert
sources, JSulfidin {sln} waa engloyed Ly the doctors to trest VD, Sufferers
from VD wers probably not sent home, |in the imuediate 50X1-HUM
post-war years at lesst 50% of the Far East foroes suffered from vD,

but now the incidence has decressed,
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13, The only other disesse vhich required special control afforie was dysente
ary, but cases were rars; and the Soviet suthorities exercised considere
shle care to protect food from contamination, o choisra was ever reporteds

lUie The average Soviet soiiler had an active disinclination in submittins +o
immunizaticn. wherever possibls, injentions were avoided and pe. 2omsl
immunization records wers felsified, Typhoid, typhus and tetarus vace
olres were idministsred in the spring, Thesme vaccir  were on hend in
the hospitals; and the army got them eventually from Moscow or Khabarovsk,
slthough they were not made in the latter city, | ‘ | 50X1-HUM
\

15, Rdueational facilities in the Far Zast were not of very high level
. e foid Aifa 21

50X1-HUM

'the veterinary school was in Viadivostok. How-
ever, 1%t was on a Teldsher level, A dental school was also locatsd in
Viadivogtok;and this too was not on a university level, but of quite
Inferior standards. Thers was no such thing am an *instilute? in the
Far Xast,.

16, In the West, no ons was interested 4in going to the Far East to s4tudy,
The trip usually required ten 2Lehour days from Moscow to Vladivostok,
A ‘special pass for travel to the Far t wa od; no pass was r'es
quired for the journsy wset, the pass-requirement 50X1-HUM
was & security measurs to hide the sxistence of Soviet consentration
osmps in East Siberia, The residents were not prevented by « dminis-
trative rules from going west because the trip west was too sxpensive
to pormit many such Journiea, Only the food was batter in the Far East;
there was nothing eles to recommend it,

174 Students could go to the European Soviet Union to study; however, axsme
inations to qualify were held at the place of study, Applications were
neiled to the school of cholce, BStudents then were notified to come to
the #ochool, Fare was paid by the student. Passing the examinations
entitled the studant to a stipend (sbout 100 R/month), a free room and

student mess facilities, Financislly the student would have to support
himsslf for the first year,

50X1-HUM
18, Dootors for the Far East wers not trained in that region but were

- ordered there from the West, Doctors so asaigned were obliged to accept
becauss their docurents (e.g. diplomas) were sent before them,

financial means these documents could be bought back, but it 50X1-HUM
would be difficult to do so,

19.

| The patient usually reported to & "sanitarnaya 50X1-HUM
chast®, . dispensary available to his unit, Hers about three feldshers
were on duty, snd perhaps a "vrach® would slso be available, If the
patient nesded more than superficial care hs would be gliven a slip |
referring him to a £ield hospital t6 waich he would w alk, or, if unsble,
Pe trineported by armbulance, In thie hoapitel there were specislists
able to offer better care, However, a division hospital which was
staffed by a medical sanitary battalion (MedSanBst) had a better
qualified staff than in the lower hospitals. A military district
hospital, which had been built during Czarist times,waz located in
Voroshilov, It was located on the southern edge of Voroshilov,

There were ssveral red brick buildings. The whole mrea covered by the
district hospital was sbout two to three sq km, In this hospital each
corps had its own saction. Altogether, aeveral thousand beds wers
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aysilsble for army patients, Ereciul, secticne e—s svailable for ﬂ??;
womsns'! dissarer, intsrral medicine, infectious Aisesses., It merviced
only the Maritime Province,

Every divisicn had g MedBanBu¥. hesded by a major or 14entenant colonsl,

or, rarely, s esptaln, The su diers in this battalion received pome milie
tary training but were primarily spezislists {medical corpsmenwith spec-
1alized training), The MedSanBat was motorised. snd had no horse-dras™
oquipmsnt, I was expected that 41t would withdraw along with & retroating
divieion, .

A f1eld hospital waz formerly siationsd in ¥horol but only until 15k5eii6.
Conditions here were terrible §- from 60 to 60 beds« were avail- .
able 1"02‘ the men slthough the tgble of orgenisstion called for more
beds,

. speeial medical command. |

Another medical organization wes the *EMU® (YROTA Meditsinskogo Usileniyas),
an army company specifically designed for war-time conditions. The RMU
was rushed to an smargency area where medicsl specialists were immedistely
nseded, The RMU was not used Ly the Red Army after the end of the war,
oxcept in the Far Eaat where they were in existence as late as 1547,

‘The army received excellent food in the Far East before the war, but the

quelity of the food dropped during the war. The soldiers did not care
for the food supplied, | |the Soviet kolkhozes were suffers
ing from & shortags of manpcowsy, and slthough women laborers were used,
the producte of the farms suffered both in quality and quantity as a
result of the lack of manpcwer, Food material in the Far East included
locally purchased meat and fish, fresh vegetables in season, or imported
tomateoes, pickles, cabbage and other vegetables, all of which were pick-
led when out.of. season., Potatoes were supplied locally except in dry
seasons when they wers imported from ¢ entral Siberia, 8oy beans and
flour were obtained locally and were & constant part of the diet in the
Far Baet and in Central Asia. Bread flour wes imported from Zurops and
baked in the Far East,

The water supply was supposed to be checked for sanitary quality by s

Apparently the waler supply sms no serious protlem for tne
army in the Par East, Wella were utilized by the army and by the civile
ians. Pipe water was available in the hospitals and staff homes., No
sawage facilitise were gvailable to the general population, The brmy
maintained anermed guard over its wells in Voroshilov for two reasonss
firat to prevent poisoning and mecond to reserve thas wells for army use
Oﬂho

| items for drug use were received
by the pharmacy in subdivided form, (l.e. lmmediataly resdy for dispense
ing); luminal was available there in tablet form,

-The medical exsmination received by Army prospects was performed in the
central ¢ 1ty of an shlast by the city Army Commission who drafted local
doctors for the spescific task of determining the physicul fitneas of
the prospective draftees. The doctors were dimmissed after thim job
was done, The examination wae comprehensive and included examination
ol eyss, ears, blood, urine, xaray, hemorrholde, etc. Apparently very
Tew men were rejected during wartime; even at the present time few
rojectees are found, Befors the war many men were disqualified; now
those formerly rejected wsre baing accepted,
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| The school wae responsibie only

Tor teaching and n> rescaron was carried ouf thers, Btudents were
prepared for work ss feldshers or dental ¢t echnicians and on gradusiic:
received the erwy rank of junior lleutensnt or lieutenant, Cizes work
required three ysars <ime for completion cf requirements. Scme gradustos
could contimue their studlies in higher institutions, usually in =z military
madical school, ¥No vsterinsrians were trained at the Omsk Institute
bacause vaterinary officers recelved their training in schools spart

frzm the medizal 4raining schools, ’

Sverdiovsk, August 1518 = Pebrusry 1950
[

28,

| This was only a service laboras

tory performing specific Jocbs for army neede., Supplies for this laborse
tory were cbtained from local. warehouses, Medical items wers zlso
secured frem local drugstores or any local source in Sverdlovek,

29,

| the work there wae very

routine. The factory was only partislly in operation and hed spparsntly
been developed during the post-war periods It was not yet in complete
use, In 1947 the factory invlited pharmacists to seek employment with
it and hegan to sccept employees who applied for work.

Penicillin and prchbably sulfa drugs were produced in the Sverdlovsk
pharmaceuticel factory. | |the plant it=elf was some=

- where in the center of the city,

31.

Soviet Pharmaceutical Factories

12, |

‘ Pharmaceutlcals were routinely

reques=tsd from Moscow, BSpesking of factorles in general, Moscow was no
longer the exclusive center it was befrre the war., However, 1t wam still
a cultural center. The further away from this center that a factory

was located, the more difficult 1t became to induce competent people

to accept ponitions at the factory. It is now easier to get people to
work in arszs rpy from cultural oenters but still a problem for the
Soviet administrators, Presumably this affected decentralization of the
pharmaceviical industry.| \‘
\

| Workers in
plants of the pharmmacsutical type wers not permitted to talk about thelr
work or to move about freely., 8uch workers had their passporte taken
away. and vere iasued special identification papers only. These men
wers obliged to s tay near the premises of their work-installation, Far
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this reaso: it woulid be difficult Jor citizens not
immediately emplicyed in phamma:-utical plants to have any knowlaedge
of their existence cr activiiy.

Blood Banks

33.
|in the

Far gast, hicod donorsz were encoc”aged during the war per.od, md
there weres many volunteers ment 1 2
of bleod,

Penicillin.

34
in 16,8 ms psople in Sverdiovskl  |had uaed Soviet aad Americen
penicillin the American product was better than the Sovist
material, | | streptomyedn

was prcducad Iin the Soviet Unilon]

Medical Supplies Warshousen

35,

¥

1.

[Tor the sake of sscurity warehouses would probably

be situated at a distznce from the railroad track itself., Travellera,
@8o80 the Japanese; could easily have taken plctures of warehouses
locatad toc close to the path of the traina.

warehouzes in the Far East were of stons cone
gtruction .. were reasonably cool in summer. In winter these were
inapee ted regularly and temperatures were maintained at a suitable

\'d g toves or ovena. YVaeccires were kept seperatel:
\m.th apecial attention being given to maintalning
them at correct temperaturss.| ~ |plain raile

road boxcars were employed to transport medical suppliles. Some supplies
wers transported by plane, |

"n}m Soviet medical supply depat

at Fuerstenwalde was & large warehouse, consiating of many builde
ings, and appeared to have been a former German supply installation,
Items 1in s tock were mostly German drugs end equipment gseized during
the war, Appare'ztly enoag;h wnre salzed to 1aet up um;il 't'he Preeant
time. Duwring .70 ot S s .
Moscow as the medicz] supp’Liea g*aduallj becams depleted. One reason
given by tha Soviats for this requisifioning of medical supplies from
within the Soviet Unicn was tcdsmonstrate to the Germens that the
Soviet Union did possess such drugs., Another reason was that the

Boviet phyaicians were used to the Soviet-made products and preferred

to use those m‘oduota familiar to them, Somo Soviet medical supplies
arrivod during - °
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